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 Chiral nematic

  Where Materials Begin & Society Benefits!



Thank Yous!

• Germano Iannacchione – Division Director, DMR
• Alexios Klironomos – Deputy Division Director, DMR
• New PI Meeting Organizers: Thomas Epps and 

Gwendolyn Gregory, Delaware
• Former PI Meeting Organizers: Mark Hersam and William 

Kung, Northwestern
• Presenters: Vin Crespi, Mike Sailor, Erich Stach, Ram 

Seshadri, and Xiaoqing Pan
• And all MRSEC attendees!



Leadership Transitions
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Aparna Baskaran

Seth Fraden

Joshua Goldberger

Chris Hammel

Harley Johnson

Nadya Mason

Brandeis Ohio State UIUC
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Introductions: Directors of New Center

Rachel Goodman
University of Michigan

Alan Tennant
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

   
  



MRSEC Program Details

State of the Program 
(Data for 2022, 19 Centers) 

Number of Centers 20

Senior Personnel > 850

Post Docs > 250

Graduate Students > 750

Undergraduate Students > 125

Other Personnel > 225

Pre-College Teachers Impacted > 700

Pre-College Students Impacted > 70,000

REU Participants > 150
No. of PREM awards

PREMs – 
Geographical Distribution

Solicitation is open
NSF 24-512
March 12th, 2024



Upcoming Events, Deadlines and Reminders

 Annual reports are due May 15, 2024. Please follow reporting 
guidelines provided last year. Non-compliant reports will be returned 
for revisions. 

 Note: Our plan is to recommend all annual increments by June 20.
Late submission of annual reports will delay processing of increments.

 Reminder: Purchasing of equipment in the final year of an award is 
NOT ALLOWED. NSF may request funds be returned. Note: Spending 
down an award on student and postdoc support is allowed and 
encouraged.

 Eleven 4th year site visits, in-person, April – May 2024: 
Hotel information due TOMORROW (Please let us know if you need 
additional time or are running into issues.)
***REQUEST ***: Please send ADDRESS for site visit to cfinta@nsf.gov

and cboswell@nsf.gov

mailto:cfinta@nsf.gov
mailto:cboswell@nsf.gov


DMR: In The Know

 Send Research Highlights 
throughout the year!

 Let us know of notable 
publications (ideally) before 
release and we can work 
with NSF Public Affairs to 
potentially highlight the 
work!



DMR: In The Know

Hosted by Germano Iannacchione; Generally, every 3rd Friday of the month at 11.00 AM ET  

 May 19, 2023 – Faculty Early Career Development Program (CAREER) Solicitation

 June 16, 2023 – Broader Impacts

 July 21, 2023 – Data Management Plans

 August 25, 2023 – Topical Materials Research Programs (TMRP) and Condensed Matter 
and Materials Theory (CMMT) Solicitations

 September 22, 2023 – Materials Innovation Platforms (MIP) Solicitation

 October 27, 2023 – Materials Research Science and Engineering Centers Program

 November 17, 2023 – National Artificial Intelligence Research Institutes Solicitation

 December 15, 2023 – Annual and Final Project Reports

 January 12, 2024 – Partnership for Research and Education in Materials (PREM) 
Solicitation

Topics will be posted a few weeks before at: https://new.nsf.gov/events

DMR Open Hour

https://new.nsf.gov/events
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DMR Open Hour

Tentative:
The February 16th DMR Open Hour 

theme will center around Supplements 
and especially those related to the MPS 

BP initiatives (MPS-HIGH).

https://new.nsf.gov/events


MRSEC-wide Activities 

CAMPS – 
Conference Across MRSEC-PREM 

Schools

Stuart Rowan to update!
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CAMPS – 
Conference Across MRSEC-PREM 

Schools

MRSEC – Website

MRSEC.org is being refreshed, updated, and 
is also migrating to a new and improved 

platform. 
If you are planning on making changes to the 
website/MRSEC brochure – please coordinate 

with Ed Yu!

Stuart Rowan to update!



MRSEC 
Facilities

As you heard last year, DMR made an award to a team 
which intends to create a national tool of federated 
data infrastructure for DMR-funded materials research 
instrumentation – the Facilities and Instrumentation 
for materials Research Search Tool (FIRST). 
Update from Vin Crespi!
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As you heard last year, DMR made an award to a team 
which intends to create a national tool of federated 
data infrastructure for DMR-funded materials research 
instrumentation – the Facilities and Instrumentation 
for materials Research Search Tool (FIRST). 
Update from Vin Crespi!

Communications and Reporting

• MRSEC demographic survey just launched.  WE NEED ACCURATE DATA.

• Changes to annual reporting guidelines were implemented in 2023. Our 
experience in reviewing annual reports was impacted positively, and machine-
readable tables in Appendices were successful. 

• We are happy to hear feedback. Want to make sure the questions are clear so 
there is no misinterpretation. Send email!

MRSEC-wide Activities 



MRSEC Science Slam, 1/28/2022

 1783 registrants; 1308 unique attendees

 Attendees from 26 states, plus DC, PR

 28 attendees from 16 countries outside the US

 Attendees from 14 non-academic institutions 
(industry, Nat’l Labs)

 Visits to www.mrsec.org increased by 100s of %

http://www.mrsec.org/
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Next MRSEC Science 
Slam:

2025!!!
We plan for this to be   

in person.

NSF’s
75th Anniversary 

in 2025

http://www.mrsec.org/


MRSEC Science Slam 2025

 Planning of the next MRSEC Science Slam will be transitioned directly to the 
MRSECs.

 Coming out of this meeting, we would like the Education Working Group (and 
others) to develop a plan for the next Slam.

 Is this an opportunity to engage the MRSEC Education Directors?

 In-person event: Should this be a stand-alone event or tied to a Professional 
Society Meeting? If so, which meeting? Other opportunities? 

 How is this event best advertised to have the highest impact? Thoughts from the 
Communications Working Group? 

 How might this tie to NSF’s 75th Anniversary? We may expect more highlights and 
coverage from NSF. Special topics?

 Who will lead this effort? Volunteer(s)?
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MRSEC Staffing Changes

Miriam Deutsch 

will be moving into the role of                             

DMR Deputy Division Director

effective in March 2024.

She will be away on training 
beginning February 4th, 2024.

Congratulations and Thank You     
for your service to the              

MRSEC Program!
Miriam Deutsch



MRSEC Staffing Changes

Cosima Boswell-Koller Chris Finta

Program Director Program Specialist
MRSEC, MIP

Serdar Ogut

Program Director
MRSEC, CMMT MRSEC, SSMC



Thank You!
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